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The House met at 8 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MCNULTY).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 16, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL R.
McCNULTY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives.

—————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Almighty and Eternal God, we pray
that You bless this country we love
with all our hearts. We thank You for
those who founded this Republic upon
faith, respect for law, and constitu-
tional rights of individuals and the
common good of the Nation.

Fan the flame of freedom in the
hearts of all Americans, and especially
those who serve in the Armed Forces.
Strengthen the resolve of all the Mem-
bers of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, that they, attentive to
Your commands, may follow their con-
sciences and always do what is right as
they wrestle with complex issues.

Grant that what they say with their
lips they believe in their hearts, and
what they believe in their hearts they
may bring to practice in their lives and
in the Nation.

May Your light so shine upon Amer-
ica that the world may see in us a
glimpse of Your glory both now and
forever. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. LINDER)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LINDER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

IRAQ WAR RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
157, proceedings will now resume on the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res 63)
disapproving of the decision of the
President announced on January 10,
2007, to deploy more than 20,000 addi-
tional United States combat troops to
Iraq.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When
proceedings were postponed on Thurs-
day, February 15, 2007, 8% minutes of
debate remained on the concurrent res-
olution.

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to section 2 of House Resolution
157, and as the designee of the majority
leader, I demand that the time for de-
bate be enlarged by 1 hour, equally di-
vided and controlled by the leaders or
their designees.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, that will be the order.

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SKELTON) now has 35%2 minutes remain-
ing, and the gentleman from California
(Mr. HUNTER) has 33 minutes remain-
ing.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield 5 minutes to my friend and
colleague, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. EMANUEL).

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, we
gather today to consider a question
that is profoundly simple: Do we sup-
port the President’s plan to further es-
calate America’s involvement in Iraq,
or not? After 4 long, painful years in
which we have seen so many young
lives lost, are we now willing to put
even more of our brave heroes in
harm’s way, or will we acknowledge
that the current course is failing, that
doubling down on the status quo while
hoping for a better result would be
foolish.

There are those who oppose this reso-
lution because they say it would hurt
the troops’ morale. Hurt morale? Our
leaders promised them they would be
greeted as liberators. Instead, we have
put them smack in the middle of a
shooing gallery, policing someone
else’s civil war, backing an Iraqi gov-
ernment that refuses to stand up for
itself.

We have sent our soldiers back time
and again. We have sent many of them
without the life-saving equipment and
armor they needed, and now they say
this resolution would hurt troop mo-
rale? To suggest that more of the same
just won’t do.

They have done their duty with cour-
age and discipline. Now it is time for
Congress to do its duty. They deserve
not to be sacrificed in the furtherance
of a policy that failed for the last 4
years.

From the beginning, this war has
been a saga of miscalculations, mis-
takes and misjudgments for which
America will pay in many ways for
years to come. Let us not compound
those bad judgments by ratifying an-
other.

The President assures us that this es-
calation of war is the most promising
path to a more peaceful Iraq. For the
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